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For Immediate Release

Kids on the Block puppets make education fun

Child abuse, divorce and prejudice are all things that children face on a day-to-day basis. However, with some help from their friends – the Kids on the Block puppets and puppeteers – they can learn about the best ways to handle these difficult life matters, all in a fun, non-threatening setting.

Kids on the Block is an international program that was founded in 1977 to help children understand that their classmates with disabilities are just like them – kids who want to go to school, learn and be accepted by their peers.

The Kids on the Block branch that serves Knoxville and surrounding areas is a Child & Family Tennessee program. The local branch of the program was founded in the mid-1980s in Blount County and has since spread to covering the 16-county East Tennessee region that Child & Family serves. 

Show topics vary depending on the age groups present during a particular performance. Those targeted toward kindergarten classes tend to be “Personal Safety” or “Fitness is Fun,” while those aimed at 5th graders might deal with “Drug Prevention” or “Prejudice/Stereotypes.”

“We hope they understand the point we're trying to get across and that they follow our advice during a bad situation,” said Katie Teesdale, Child & Family Kids on the Block coordinator said. “The shows are about preventing potential problems in the children's lives.”

After each show, teachers are invited to evaluate the puppeteers' performance and the level of impact the show may have had on their students.

“Teachers say they like the shows, and they are a relevant, creative way to get the message across,” Teesdale said. 

“The children love it. They believe that the puppets are real kids. They want to know the puppets' back stories. A lot of the children write us letters after they see a show. Their comments are very sweet and touching.”

Kids on the Block shows can be booked at any venue that caters to children. There is no fee to book a performance.

“We want to reach as many children as possible,” Teesdale said.

-More-

Currently, the Knoxville Kids on the Block troupe consists of three Child & Family employees and two 

volunteers. However, the troupe is seeking additional volunteers who are available during the school 

day. Prior acting experience is helpful, but not required. 

To book a show or become a volunteer, contact Katie Teesdale at 865-254-2247 or kteesdale@child-family.org.

About Kids on the Block, Inc.

The Kids on the Block, Inc. originated in 1977 in direct response to US Public Law 94-142, which required that children with disabilities be educated in the least restrictive environment. For many children, this meant being included in a classroom with their non-disabled peers. Mark Riley, who represents a child with cerebral palsy, was the first puppet character created to fill the need of children with disabilities to have their non-disabled peers understand and accept them. Through Mark Riley, the children learned about cerebral palsy and began asking questions directly to Mark. The Kids on the Block, Inc. was launched because of this enthusiastic response from the children. Now internationally acclaimed, Kids on the Block has continued to grow over the years and offers programs on disabilities such as spina bifida and visual impairment, medical differences such as childhood cancer and HIV/AIDS; educational differences including learning disabilities and ADHD and social concerns including sexual abuse prevention and alternatives to violence. 
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